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Syntax and Semantics of English It-Cleft 
Constructions: A Constraint-Based Analysis

Jong-Bok Kim
(KyungHee University)

Jong-Bok Kim. 2007. Syntax and Semantics of English It-Cleft 
Constructions: A Constraint-Based Analysis. Studies in Modern 
Grammar 48, 217-235. The so-called it-cleft construction in English 
packages information structure in a special way. In particular, it places 
'salient' discourse information in the postcopular position. This paper 
examines the syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic properties of the 
construction, and provides a constraint-based analysis of these 
properties within the framework of HPSG.
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